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The trinity is a foundational doctrine in the Christian faith.


“In the unity of the Godhead there be three persons, of one substance, power, and eternity: 
God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost.” The Westminster Confession of 
Faith 

“The eternal triune God reveals Himself to us as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, with distinct 
personal attributes, but without division of nature, essence, or being.”  The Baptist Faith & 
Message (2000) 
1

“For it is only when you grasp what it means for God to be a Trinity that you really sense the 
beauty, the overflowing kindness, the heart-grabbing loveliness of God…Far, far from 
theological clutter, God’s being Father, Son and Spirit is just what makes the Christian life 
beautiful.” Michael Reeves 
2

Bible Verses on the Trinity: Exodus 3:14; Isaiah 61:1; Matthew 3:16, 17; 28:19; John 1:14, 18; 
4:15-17; 14:11; 15:26; 1 John 5:7; 1 Corinthians 8:6; 2 Corinthians 13:14; Galatians 4:6. 

1.  EVIDENCES OF THE TRINITY 

A. Creation 

B. Old Testament Appearances of the Spirit and the Son 

Angel of the Lord — Abraham, Gideon, Samson


The Spirit of God — Saul, Mulberry Bushes


C. Baptism of Jesus 

Mark 1:12-13


D. New Testament References to the Three Persons of the Godhead 

“This is how we know that we remain in him and he in us: He has given us of his Spirit.  And we 
have seen and we testify that the Father has sent his Son as the world’s Savior” (1 John 
4:13-14).  See also 1 John 5:5-9 for a similar reference to all three persons of the Trinity in one 
passage of New Testament Scripture.  Be aware that the King James Version has more detailed 
language that seems to bolster arguments for the Trinity.  Its rendering of 1 John 5:7 says, “For 
there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these 
three are one.”  Bible scholars and those who work within the field of textual criticism often 
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refer to this passage as “The Comma Johanneum,” latin for “John’s Comma.”  It is important to 
realize that Greek texts used for the translation of that version were likely edited in order to 
bolster trinitarian teaching.  New Testament Greek manuscripts available at the time actually 
made no reference to the comma.  The words concerning the Trinity were only included in the 
Vulgate, a fourth-century Latin translation of the Bible produced by one named Jerome.  It 
seems that the editor of the Greek New Testament, a man named Erasmus, felt compelled to 
included Jerome’s addition to John’s writing in order to bolster Trinitarian doctrine.  Our study 
thus far, though cursory in nature, reveals that there is plenty of Scriptural evidence for the 
doctrine of the Trinity apart from John’s words in 1 John 5.  
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2.  EXPLAINING THE TRINITY 

A. Metaphors  

Popular analogies… 
A. Egg

B. Water

C. Shamrock


D. Modalism and other Heresies  

Deuteronomy 6:4 is often used as a prooftext for the belief that God cannot exists in three 
persons, since He is “one.”  It is important to note, as one has said, that “the word for ‘one’ in 
Deuteronomy 6:4 really doesn’t convey ‘mathematical singularity’…The word is also used, for 
example, in Genesis 2:24, where Adam and Eve — two persons — are said to be one.” 
4

E. Mystery 

“Calvin was writing on the subject of the Trinity, but he is warned against departing from God’s 
Word and indulge our curiosity in a labyrinth: ‘And so let them yield themselves to be ruled by 
the heavenly oracles, even though they may fail to capture the height of the mystery.’” Peter 
Barnes 
5

3.  THE PERSONS OF THE TRINITY 

The Baptist Confession of Faith, 1689 remarks on the nature of the three members of the Trinity 
by saying, “…all infinite, without beginning, therefore but one God, who is not to be divided in 
nature and being, but distinguished by several peculiar, relative properties and personal 
relations; which doctrine of the Trinity is the foundation of all our communion with God, and 
comfortable dependence on Him.”  The Baptist Confession of Fatih, 1689 
6

A. God the Father 
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The Heidelberg Catechism associated the work of the Father primarily with creation. 
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The Baptist Faith and Message (2000) captures the work of the Father by saying, “God as 
Father reigns with providential care over His universe, His creatures, and the flow of the stream 
of human history according to the purposes of His grace.” 
8

B. God the Son 

The Heidelberg Catechism associated the work of the Son primarily with redemption. 
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The Baptist Faith and Message (2000) captures the work of Jesus by saying, “Christ is the 
eternal Son of God. In His incarnation as Jesus Christ He was conceived of the Holy Spirit and 
born of the virgin Mary. Jesus perfectly revealed and did the will of God, taking upon Himself 
human nature with its demands and necessities and identifying Himself completely with 
mankind yet without sin. He honored the divine law by His personal obedience, and in His 
substitutionary death on the cross He made provision for the redemption of men from sin.”  
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C. God the Spirit 

The Heidelberg Catechism associated the work of the Spirit primarily with sanctification. 
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The Baptist Faith and Message (2000) captures the work of the Holy Spirit by saying, “The Holy 
Spirit is the Spirit of God, fully divine. He inspired holy men of old to write the Scriptures. 
Through illumination He enables men to understand truth. He exalts Christ. He convicts men of 
sin, of righteousness, and of judgment. He calls men to the Saviour, and effects 
regeneration….He enlightens and empowers the believer and the church in worship, 
evangelism, and service.” 
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In teaching on the The Third Person of the Trinity, Jesus commented on the role of the Holy 
Spirit in the life of the believer.  He said:


Nevertheless, I am telling you the truth.  It is for your benefit that I go away, because if I don’t 
go away the Counselor will not come to you. If I go, I will send him to you.  When he comes, he 
will convict the world about sin, righteousness, and judgment: About sin, because they do not 
believe in me; about righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will no longer 
see me; and about judgment, because the ruler of this world has been judged.  I still have 
many things to tell you, but you can’t bear them now.  When the Spirit of truth comes, he will 
guide you into all the truth.  For he will not speak on his own, but he will speak whatever he 
hears. He will also declare to you what is to come.  He will glorify me, because he will take from 
what is mine and declare it to you (John 14:7-14).
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Paul taught on the presence of the Spirit in the lives of believers, saying, “And because you are 
sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba, Father!’” (Galatians 4:6).


John remarked on the way the Spirit leads believers into the truth of God, saying, “


“I know not which of the Three I need the most, but this I know, I need them all and I love each 
of them.” Samuel Rutherford 
13

4.  THE LOVE OF GOD AND THE TRINITY 
The doctrine of the Trinity is significant because it has much to say about the love of God.  In 
fact, one could say that the love of God would be suspect apart from the doctrine.  

	 It is an obvious fact that love is one of the Lord’s defining qualities.  In fact, the Bible 
makes a straightforward statement regarding the fact.  In one of his letters, John plainly said, 
“The one who does not love does not know God, because God is love” (1 John 4:8).John did 
not mean to say that love is the only character quality of God.  The love of God is always to be 
kept in balance with other virtues like righteousness, truth, holiness, and justice.  

	 Nor did John mean to say that love is synonymous with our Lord.  God is love, but love 
is not God.  John’s main point was that love is a defining character trait of the Lord; thus, love 
should have been a priority amongst his readers.  The words of the Apostle Paul were true — 
“Now these three remain: faith, hope, and love—but the greatest of these is love” (1 
Corinthians 13:13). 

	 God is love.  For the purpose of our studies, it is important to note that the love of God 
is dependent upon the Trinity.  How could God have conveyed His love in eternity past if He 
had not existed in three persons?  If it wasn’t for the Son and the Spirit, the Father would have 
had no one to share His love with. 

	 Jesus referenced these things in John’s gospel.  In a prayer known as “the High Priestly 
Prayer,” He said, “Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, so that 
they will see my glory, which you have given me because you loved me before the world’s 
foundation” (John 17:24).   John’s intent in transcribing the words of Jesus’ prayer was simple.  
He wanted his readers to know that Jesus was God.  Jesus wasn’t just another rabbi who 
enjoyed a temporary bout of glory before passing away from the scene of human history.  
Instead, Jesus was the God-man who had existed from eternity past with God the Father in 
Heaven.  John shared similar truth at the outset of His gospel account, saying, “In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God” (John 1:1).

	 To depict Jesus as a part of the Eternal Godhead, John referenced Jesus’ prayer to the 
pre-Earth love enjoyed amongst the Trinity.  According to Jesus, the Father “loved” Him “before 
the world’s foundation.”  Prior to Genesis 1:1, Jesus enjoyed sweet fellowship with the Father, 
and the Father lavishly poured out His love upon Him.  Jesus was God, just as the Father was 
God.  As a part of the Godhead, Jesus received love from the Father.

	 These realities help us see why the Trinity is integral to our understanding of God.  
Without the Trinity, we are reduced to a vision of a god who is little more than a heavenly tyrant. 
It is a lack of the Trinity that leads other religions to have perspectives concerning God that are 
devoid of compassion and charity.   For Muslims, Allah is regarded in precisely this way. A 
sovereign monarch with impeccable righteousness and flawless laws?  Yes.  But, an all-
powerful being who a capacity to exude zealous love upon the created order?  No.

	 If you want a God of love, you must have a Trinity.  This is the divine genius of the 
doctrine we hold dear.  Those who struggle to accept the doctrine overlook the necessity of its 
nature.  For God to love, there must be an object of His love.  Who would He have loved before 
time began if He existed as one, lone entity?  One has said, “If God were just one person, then 
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love of the other would not be central to his being.  There would have been nobody in eternity 
for him to love.  Thus the only God inherently inclined to show mercy is the Father who has 
eternally loved his Son by the Spirit.  Only with this God do such winning qualities as love and 
mercy rank highly.”   
14

	 The truth of God’s love for mankind is enjoyed by many.  It is important to remember, 
however, that such truth is dependent upon our subject matter.  We presently enjoy the love of 
God because God is a Trinity.  Jesus revealed this to be true in the closing words of the High 
Priestly Prayer, saying, “I made your name known to them and will continue to make it known, 
so that the love you have loved me with may be in them and I may be in them” (John 17:26).  If 
you are a child God, live by faith in the love God has for you.  Remember the way He conveyed 
His love through the cross (John 15:13).  Fight sin, counter trials, and overcome hardship by 
faith in such things.  As you do, however, remember that the Trinity is necessary for the display 
of God’s love.


5.  THE IMAGE OF GOD AND THE TRINITY 
Much has often been made of the relation of the Trinity to the image of God in man.  There is 
good reason for such attention.  The foremost passage on the image of God contains a stark 
reference to the Trinity.  In Genesis 1:26, we read, “Let us make man in our image, according to 
our likeness….”  Notice the use of the first person plural pronouns — “us” and “our.”  
Theologians have long held that such language provided a reference to the Trinity.

	 Despite widespread acceptance that “us” and “our” debate, however, swirls concerning 
the relation to the Trinity and the image of God in man and woman.  One of the most classic 
views is that the three Persons of the Trinity represent three aspects of the human constitution 
— body, soul, and spirit.  Such a view is met by opposition on two fronts.  First, one must 
question whether or not humans are made up of three different components.  Debate in this 
matter revolves around two different positions.  One champions dichotomy of the human 
nature while another champions trichotomy.  Those differing views will not be examined in what 
follows.

	 There is a second question with the body, soul, and spirit viewpoint involves the actual 
narrative of the Genesis account.  One must honestly ask whether or not the text supports the 
body, soul, and spirit view.  In reading and studying the narrative, there doesn’t seem to be 
much evidence for the position.  Instead, the text seems to indicate that other realities are at 
the heart of the relationship between the Trinity and the image of God concept.	 

	 In studying Genesis 1:26 and following, it seems that three ideas form the basis of what 
it means for human kind to made in the image of God.  The most obvious is that man has been 
made to manage God’s creation.  This part of humanity’s nature has often been referred to as 
the “functional” part of the image of God in man.  One has said, “…we are to behave as 
stewards or managers, functioning as God's representatives in watching over a good 
creation.”   The Genesis account contains reference to the functional part of the image of God 15

through the Lord’s first command to Adam and Eve: “Be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, and 
subdue it.  Rule the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, and every creature that crawls on the 
earth” (Genesis 1:28).

	 The second aspect of the image of God in man involves what theologians call the 
“structural” nature of humankind.  It is seen in the Trinity’s dialogue in Genesis 1:26 — “The 
God said….”  The communication between the three members of the Godhead revealed the 
presence of thoughtfulness, logic, reasoning, emotion, and more.  God made humankind with 
structural capacities similar to HIs own.  One has commented, “Structural views of the imago 
Dei typically emphasize the moral or rational capacity of humans.  One's ability to study, 
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analyze, ponder, choose, speak, value and discern reflect many qualities of our omniscient 
God.” 
16

	 A final reality related to the image of God in man and the Trinity involves mankind’s 
relational capacity.   Such is seen in the Genesis’ account by the use of the personal 
pronounces “us” and “our.”  The text emphasized the interrelatedness amongst the three 
persons of the Trinity.  Just as God the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit have enjoyed 
fellowship for all of eternity, humankind is made to experience relational connections.

	 Humans are like the Lord in that they have been made to enjoy a Trinity of relationships.  
Just as the there is harmony amongst the Father, Son, and Spirit, humankind has been made 
to enjoy harmony with God and other humans.  A triangle is sometimes used to depict the 
relationship between the three members of the Godhead, with God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Spirit represented by the three angles of the triangle.  One could use a similar 
construct to depict the way men and women have been made to exist within a triangle of 
relationships.  Self, God, and others could be placed at the three angels of the triangle.

	 Lest all of this seem farfetched, it is important for us to consider the words of Jesus.  
He seemed to relate the relationship between the three persons of the Godhead to human 
relationships.  In praying for the church, He prayed, “May they all be one, as you, Father, are in 
me and I am in you. May they also be in us, so that the world may believe you sent me” (John 
17:21).  In addition, His well-known Great Commandment revealed that people are made to 
relate to God and others — “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and 
with all your mind.  This is the greatest and most important command.  The second is like it: 
Love your neighbor as yourself” (Matthew 22:37-40).
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